
Optimal site for an iconic central library
• 

local branch 
• 

outside program spaces
• Visible from Albert Street and the Sir John A. Macdonald 

• 

Best value for taxpayers
• 
• More for less: Joint facility with Library and Archives 

Outstanding access by transit, foot, bike, and car
• 54 metres from Bronson
• 
• 

• 
to other downtown areas and accessible to all 

557 Wellington Street:  
The best site for the new 
Ottawa Central Library



A Hub of 
Activity

• 
be a major contributor to the area’s 

• 
 -

2018.
 - First residents expected to move into the $1.2 

billion Zibi community in 2018. 
 -

space.
• 
•  

More than 80% of the growth will occur West of Bronson.

ZIBI

LeBreton Flats

Harmony Park

Phase 1 LeBreton Flats

— Globe and Mail, November 3, 2014

concept is illustrated here 

of proposed adjacent 
neighbourhood developments 
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• 

• 

• 

Business District to this area by 2020.

Unparalleled access 



A train every 
5 minutes or 
less at peak 

hours* 

The 5 central stations will 
be within minutes of each 
other, promoting a "Hop 
on, Hop off" culture that 

connects downtown

By 2023, 70% of city’s 
population will live 

5km from rail*

By 2023, 43,000 
people will live within 

1,600 metres of 
Pimisi station*

By 2023, 102,000 
people will be 

employed within 
1,600 metres of 
Pimisi station*

The Transformative Nature  
of Light Rail Transit



Halifax Central Library 
• 
• 
• Funding: sale of three adjacent parking lots plus 

• 
management

• 
• Architects: schmidt hammer lassen architects 

• 

“…any city that invests in their libraries makes 
a commitment to learning, to culture and 
democracy.” That, in turn, brings people: 
“We’re going to see this as a catalyst to 
encourage people to live and work in the 
downtown.”

Central libraries are 
transforming cities 
across Canada



Calgary Central Library
• 
• 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

“In Calgary, a $245-million new central library has been announced 

neighbourhood to family-friendly community.”   

Vancouver Public Library 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Central Library] now. We have a real diverse community of young 
people that uses the Central Library as their local community library, 

 
 

La Grande Bibliothèque et Archives nationales du Québec 
• 
• 
• Funding: provincial and municipal governments
• Project delivery method: design-bid-build
• 
• 

associated architects
• 

“A decade ago, Quebec did an unprecedented thing, combining the 

library in one building. The hybrid has been called both a ‘temple of 
literacy’ and a ‘home away from home’...”

Grande Bibliothèque et 
 

 
Vancouver Public Library

Continued from, "Central libraries are transforming cities across Canada"



How the site 
was selected 

Library.

included the following steps: 

1. 

could accommodate both the OPL stand-

 - 12 sites in the inventory
2. 

 -

 -
assessment of the 12 sites

 -

were the same for the stand-alone and 

4. 
sites

 -

 -
diligence results on the highest-ranked 
sites. 

5. 






